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The Development of the 2023/24 

Annual Teaching Plans 



The Purpose of the Review 
 The purposes of the review are to identify and rectify concerns 
with the current RATP in regard to:

1. Significant gaps in core and/or fundamental knowledge 
2. The coherence and progression of  content (knowledge, 

skills, values and attitudes) within and across phases; 
3. Content overload or unnecessary repetition across 

subjects and grades;  
4. The appropriateness  of the learning/ assessment activities 

included in the RATP



The Purpose of the Review Cont.  
 The purposes of the review are to identify and rectify concerns 
with the current RATP in regard to:

1. The alignment  of the suggested informal assessment 
activities in the RATP with the content and intended 
learning outcomes

2. The compliance of the formal assessment tasks with the 
specifications for these tasks

3. Alignment between formal assessment tasks indicated in 
the ATPs with the Revised SECTION 4.



Guiding Principles for the Review
• This is a strengthening process, not a curriculum redesign 

process. It is intended to address critical weaknesses in the 
current RATP, not to address ALL weaknesses in the ATPs 
or to create something entirely new. 

• The 2023/24 ATP will be in place during 2023 and 2024, and 
so changes made should be practicable for both these 
years. 

• While each team will focus on a specific phase, it is essential 
that the teams collaborate to ensure that there is coherence 
and progression across phases. It is essential that the  
content in each grade adequately prepares learners for the 
subsequent grades and is adequately supported by content 
in previous grades.



Guiding Principles for the Review Cont.

• Current prescribed textbooks remain relevant 
and usable as a primary resource.

• Content trimmed from the curriculum during 
previous processes should not be returned into 
the curriculum, unless there is educational 
evidence to support the return of content. 



Mediation of the 2023 Revised 
Recovery ATP 



The Development of the 2023/24 
ATPs

The 2023/24 ATPs are aligned to the:
• 2023 School calendar
• Abridged Circular S4 of CAPS of 2021
• Curriculum and assessment principles as 

prescribed in the CAPS policy for Life 
Orientation.



Purpose of the Mediation
• To mediate the amendments of the 2023/24 

Annual Teaching Plan including School Based 
Assessment for  Life Skills for 
implementation in January 2023 (Circular 
to be included).  

• To ensure teaching proceeds as per the 
2023 school calendar. To assist teachers 
with guided pacing and sequencing of 
curriculum content and assessment.



Purpose  of the Mediation Cont.
• To enable teachers to cover the essential 

core content, knowledge and skills within the 
available time.

• To assist teachers with planning for the 
different forms of assessment.

• To ensure learners are adequately prepared 
for the subsequent year/s in terms of content, 
skills, knowledge, attitudes and values   



Summary: Amendments to the 
content topics for Life 

Skills/Orientation
• The statements on prior knowledge have been 

removed because this content is being covered 
in the previous grade

• Basic hygiene principles will be dealt with at 
the beginning of the term

• It is compulsory to cover the given topics in the 
term as indicated

• The sequence of the topics within the terms 
might have been reorganised.

• The time allocated to mediate content of some 
topics have either been increased or 
decreased   



Content  Overview Amendments 
for Grades 4, 5 & 6 



Grades 4 Amendments 



Summary: Amendments to the 
Content Overview for Grade 4 T1

Key Topic Amendments              Motivation

Development 
of self
 
 

All Covid 19 content removed 

Prior knowledge was removed from 
all terms 

Dealing with conflict subtopics 
needed more teaching time

Dealing with conflict has been 
spread across week 8-10 

Reading in the phase will be done at 
the end of the  main subtopics and 
will serve as reinforcement and 
consolidation of the subtopics 

Mention  the important hygiene 
principles as part of the lessons. 
Much time should not be spent on 
COVID 19 principles
 
To emphasize  the important aspects 
of  dealing with conflict

Reading will reinforce and 
consolidate the subtopics 
To create more time to teaching 
content, concepts and skills 



Summary: Amendments to the 
Content Overview for Grade 4 T2

Key Topic Amendments              Motivation

Development 
of self
 
 

All Covid 19 content removed 

 

Removed part of the subtopic 
personal experience of working in a 
group (at school and at home) 

Reading in the phase will be done at 
the end of the  main subtopics and 
will serve as reinforcement and 
consolidation of the subtopics 

Mention  the important hygiene 
principles as part of the 
lessons.Teachers should not spend 
too much time on COVID 19 
principles
Content on experiences of working 
in a group in general should be 
covered

Learners should not be confined to 
two experiences of home and school 
only

To create more time to teach 
content, concepts and skills 
To allow teacher to consolidate and 
for deeper learning



Summary: Amendments to the 
Content Overview for Grade 4 T3
Key Topic Amendments              Motivation

 Social 
responsibility

 

All Covid 19 content removed 

Content overload created by adding 
prior knowledge from grade 3 term 2 
week 5& 6 was removed

Reorganization of subtopics on Major 
religions because there was 
insufficient guidance provided by the 
RATP on major religions in SA 
spread subtopics into two religions 
for each week (week 4-7) 

Reading in the phase will be done at 
the end of the  main subtopics and 
will serve as reinforcement and 
consolidation of the subtopics 

 Mention  the important hygiene 
principles as part of the lessons

Removing   prior knowledge will 
allow more time to teach grade 4 
content in  detail

Spreading of the religions will allow 
better understanding of the content 
on major religions 
Allow teachers to go into detail, to 
strengthen, consolidate content. 
Allow for deeper learning to occur
To create more time to teach 
content, concepts and skills 
To allow teacher to consolidate and 
for deeper learning



Summary: Amendments to the 
Content Overview for Grade 4 T4

Key Topic Amendments              Motivation

 Health and 
environmental 
responsibility

All Covid 19 content was removed 

Prior knowledge from Grade 2 Term 
3 on road safety was removed

Prior knowledge from Grade 3 Term 
3 on pollution was removed 

Celebrating Arbor Day in Term 4 
week 7 was removed 

Reading in the phase will be done at 
the end of the  main subtopics and 
will serve as reinforcement and 
consolidation of the subtopics 

Teachers will mention the important 
hygiene principles as part of the 
lessons

Both traffic road safety and pollution 
content were taught in grade 2 term 
3 and grade 3 term 3. This created 
an overload for grade 4 content.

The day is celebrated in term 3, and 
it creates confusion when it is taught 
in term 4 
No content linked to it just a 
celebration
To create more time to teach 
content, concepts and skills 
To allow for consolidation and  
deeper learning











Grades 5 Amendments 



Summary: Amendments to the 
Content Overview for Grade 5 T1

Key Topic Amendments              Motivation

 Development 
of the self

All Covid 19 content removed 

All prior knowledge from week 2,3,5 , 
and 6 was removed as it created 
content overload and was taught in the 
previous grade

Added an extra week for the topic on 
relationships

Removed Bad and Good relationships 
and remained with the safe and 
unsafe relationships. 

Reading in the phase will be done at 
the end of the  main subtopics and will 
serve as reinforcement and 
consolidation of the subtopics 

Mention  the important hygiene 
principles as part of the lessons

Removing prior knowledge will allow 
more time to teach grade 5 content

To allow for deeper learning and 
better understanding of the concepts 
The concepts are similar and will 
confuse learner to understand and 
make difference. More emphasize will 
be done to address societal ills.

To create more time to teach content, 
concepts and skills 
To allow for consolidation and  deeper 
learning of the content



Summary: Amendments to the 
Content Overview for Grade 5 T2

Key Topic Amendments              Motivation

 Social 
responsibility

All Covid 19 content removed 

Prior knowledge from Grade 4 in Term 
2 week 1 was removed  

Reorganization the content by moving 
the responses to violations of children 
rights to week 2.

Week 2 content of the plan to deal with 
violation has been removed.

Removed and re-arranged the content 
dealing with Strategies from week 4 to 
week 5 to be addressed together with 
where to get help content

 Mention  the important hygiene 
principles as part of the lessons

Prior knowledge was removed so that 
ample teaching time could be provided 
in Grade 5

To allow deeper understanding of the 
concepts and violation in week 1 and 
allowing more focus on strategies to be 
dealt with in week 2. This to strengthen 
the skills to be acquired by learners

When  learners are responding to 
violation of children’s rights, the plan is 
already covered.
To spread the content as to allow 
deeper learning, conceptualization of 
the skills when addressing content that 
is social ills



Summary: Amendments to the 
Content Overview for Grade 5 T2

Key Topic Amendments              Motivation

 Social 
responsibility

All Covid 19 content removed 

 

Prior knowledge from Grade 4 in Term 3 
on moral lessons was removed

Responsibility of the boys’ and girls’ content 
has been moved to week 9 with contributions 
of men and women content

 Mention  the important hygiene 
principles as part of the lessons

Content has been dealt with in the 
previous grade.

It created an overload and to allow an 
ample teaching time to cover the 
Grade 5 content.

Content will show progression clearly 
between the genders



Summary: Amendments to the 
Content Overview for Grade 5 T3

Key Topic Amendments              Motivation

 Social 
responsibility 
and Health 
and 
environmental 
responsibility

All Covid 19 content removed 

Prior knowledge in week 1,4,8,9,10 was 
removed

Dietary needs of children content have 
been moved to week 9.

Factors influencing food intake of 
children will be moved to week 10

Teachers will mention the important 
hygiene principles as part of the 
lessons
Prior knowledge was removed so that 
ample teaching time could be provided 
in Grade 5

To spread the content across as to 
allow coverage of content and 
deepening the learner’s knowledge. 
This will allow teaching to continue till 
week 10 and finalization of research 
assessment to be done in week 11.



Summary: Amendments to the 
Content Overview for Grade 5 T4

Key Topic Amendments              Motivation

 Health and 
environmental 
responsibility

All Covid 19 content removed 

Prior knowledge from Grade 4 term 4 
has been introduced as content to be 
taught in grade 5 was removed.

Reorganised the content to be taught 
over a period of 4 weeks with health 
problems spread evenly. 

Reorganised and realigned causes, 
symptoms, and available treatment of 
locally occurring diseases such as TB, 
diarrhea, malaria, and measles 

Week 9 & 10 will be merged

Teachers will mention the important 
hygiene principles as part of the 
lessons
Prior knowledge created content 
overload

This will create easy management of 
the content 

The reorganization of the subtopics will 
guide the teacher on how they can 
deal with each disease to emphasize 
important issues

Learners will have a holistically 
understanding of each or individual 
health problems. 
To accommodate end year formal 
assessment 











Grade 6 Amendments



Summary: Amendments to the 
Content Overview for Grade 6 T1

Key Topic Amendments              Motivation

 Health and 
environmental 
responsibility

All Covid 19 content removed 

Peace keeping skills content has been 
spread over two weeks of week 8 & 9.

Teachers will mention the important 
hygiene principles as part of the 
lessons

To drill the skills thoroughly with 
learner. Extra week has been allocated 
in term 1 



Summary: Amendments to the 
Content Overview for Grade 6 T2

Key Topic Amendments              Motivation

Development 
of self 
and
Social 
responsibility
 

All Covid 19 content removed 

Removed Content dealing with 
prioritizing responsibility from week 1 to 
week 2.

Developing an activity plan content in 
week 2 to week 3.

Bulling week 3 to week 4, 4 to week 5.

Content from week 6-week 7 has been 
removed to week 6-8

Allocated 1 week for week 9 content.

Teachers will mention the important 
hygiene principles as part of the 
lessons

Allow teachers to teach content in  
detail, to strengthen and consolidate 
information.

To provide more time for the teachers 
to strengthen the content, concepts 
and skills.
 To allow more focus on grade 6 
content and for the content to fit 11 
weeks not 12 weeks.

To accommodate 2 weeks for 
consolidation and assessment in week 
10 & 11.



Summary: Amendments to the 
Content Overview for Grade 6 T3Key Topic Amendments              Motivation

Social 
responsibility
 

All Covid 19 content removed 

Removed content dealing with taking 
care of animals and protecting animals 
in week 1

Removed content communicating own 
views in week 3. 

Prior knowledge was removed and 
replaced by the grade 6 content on 
gender stereotyping, sexism and abuse 
definition of concepts.

Reorganised and realigned content on 
gender stereotyping Provide an extra 
teaching week from week 8-10

Teachers will mention the important 
hygiene principles as part of the 
lessons
To allow deeper learning and 
addressing SKV.
Content will be dealt with in week 2.

Content will be dealt with in week 4.

Prior knowledge was removed so that 
ample teaching time could be provided 
in Grade 6 

To allow teachers to teach the content 
in detail and emphasize important 
issues on gender stereotyping, sexism 
and abuse

To allow teachers to consolidate 
information and for deeper learning



Summary: Amendments to the 
Content Overview for Grade 6 T4

Key Topic Amendments              Motivation

 

Health and 
environmental 
responsibility 
And 
Social 
responsibility

All Covid 19 content removed 

Removed food-borne disease to week 
5.
 
Signs and symptoms from week 6 to 
week 7

Teachers will mention the important 
hygiene principles as part of the 
lessons

To allocate content in week 5 that will 
replace the prior knowledge content. 
Grade 5 content will be strengthened.
 
Prior knowledge was removed so that 
ample teaching time could be provided 
in Grade 6
 
To allocate week 9 & 10 for 
consolidation and Formal Assessment.











School Based Assessment 
(SBA) Amendments



Summary: Revised Programme of Assessment

The 2023 formal assessment tasks for Senior Phase Grades 4, 5 & 
6  are as follows:

❑ The Physical Education Task (PET) must be completed in each term.

• Term 1 Written Task (Assignment/ Case study /Design and Make);
• Term 2 Controlled test will include term 1 and 2 content;
• Term 3  Project;
• Controlled Tests to be replaced by Examinations in 2023; and 
• Term 4 Examination will include term 3 and 4 content.

TERM 1 TERM 2 TERM 3 TERM 4

Task 1
Written task = 30 
marks
PET = 30 marks
CA =40 marks

Total = 100 Marks

Task 2
Controlled test =30 
marks
PET = 30 marks
CA = 40 marks

Total = 100 Marks

Task 3
Project = 30 
marks
PET = 30 marks
CA =  40 marks

Total = 100 Marks

Task 4
Examination=30 
marks
PET = 30 marks
CA =  40 marks

Total = 100 Marks



Guideline to the June Control Test and 
Nov/Dec Examination

The 2023 formal assessment tasks for Intermediate 

Phase Grades 4, 5 & 6  are as follows:

❑ Will follow the provided guideline on assessment as 

plotted at the end Term 2 and Term 4, which guides 

on the layout and structure of the paper.

❑ Will follow the provided guideline together with the  

Abridged CAPS LS amendments on assessment as 

stipulated in Section 4.



Guideline to the June Control Test and 
Nov/Dec Examination Cont.

❑ The Abridged CAPS Life Skills amendments on assessment as 
stipulated in section 4 highlights for each section and question 
the following:

❑ The paper follows the weight of:
–  30% Low Order (Remembering/Recall)
– 40% Medium Order (Understanding/Apply); and 
– 30% High Order (Analysing/evaluating/creating  = 100%

Question 
number

What 
learners are 
expected to 
do

Skills or 
competencies 
assessed

Cognitive 
levels

Type of 
questions

Scor
e



Guideline to the end of year
 SBA Weightings

Phase CAPS 
Prescription

Covid-19 Period 
2020-2022

2023/24

Intermediate
Grade 4-6

60% SBA
40% Exam

80% SBA
20% Exam

80% SBA
20% Exam

Senior
Grade 7-9

40% SBA
60% Exam

80% SBA
20% Exam

70% SBA
30% Exam
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